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Metamorphosis - Big Change!
 
A special thanks to Sesame Street for leaving that phrase engrained on my brain.  It is one of my favorite episodes - the one where Abby Cadabby and Elmo try to "Find that Amphibian!"  Did you know that butterflies also go through metamorphosis as they change from a caterpillar to a butterfly?  (This science fun fact was brought to you by the letter "T").  
 
Butterflies are often used as a symbol for grief and loss - perhaps because, like our loved ones, butterflies capture your heart for a moment, and with a flutter, they are gone (one of the many reasons we chose it as our logo for Tiny Handprints).  We as an organization are going through our own "metamorphosis."  Three years ago, we started out as a family trying to reach out to a few other families who had experienced a similar loss in hopes of providing comfort and hope to those who had none.  With your emotional and financial support and your prayers, we have been able to reach over 250 families around the WORLD with our message of hope and God's redeeming grace!  
 
 You have enabled us to provide them with educational and grief resources, funeral expense assistance, and support group start-up packets.  We have also had the honor of encouraging and assisting other families seeking to start their own ministries.  While we in no way attempt to take credit for their ministries, we like to think we were allowed to have some hand in it - the butterfly effect, if you will .  It has been amazing, healing, gratifying journey, and we will be forever grateful that you walked through this "season" with us.  
 
For everything there is a season, and for us, this season is coming to end, as earlier this month, we voted to dissolve Tiny Handprints as a non-profit organization.  Our corporate existence will end, but one very special SIDS Mom is allowing the mission of Tiny Handprints and the mailing of our "SIDS Survival Kits" to continue.  For her, this season is just beginning.  I'm so excited to introduce you to Tiffany Torres:
 
 My husband, Dennis, and I met while we were in high school, and have been married since June 2004. On May 30, 2010, we welcomed our firstborn son, Julius Luciano into our lives. We spent four and a half blissful months with our baby boy before he tragically lost his life to SIDS on October 12, 2010 during his afternoon nap at daycare. Our world crumbled around us on that day, and we have been trying ever since to find the strength to carry on without our son. He was such an amazing little boy, and taught us far more than we ever hoped to learn about love and life. We miss him more and more with each passing day. 

Though we are still so new to our grief journey, we have decided to reach out to those who have recently been affected by SIDS/SUID and pass along some resources and our support. Since he was, and still is, a light in our lives, we want to share his light and love with others. We will be continuing the legacy and the great work that Jacob and the loving people at Tiny Handprints started. We will continue to send out the SIDS Survival Kits that they have created (I know it was a blessing when we received ours), and will extend our support to any family that finds themselves on this hard, lonely grief journey. 
 
We have also set up a site dedicated for this purpose, http://juliusluciano.blogspot.com/, and have chosen to call it "In His Name" in honor of our little boy, Julius. He is our strength during this time of weakness, and we want to make sure that we make him proud of us. We know first-hand how intense this heartache is, and wish none of us had to endure this.
Tiffany has graciously agreed to incorporate the "SIDS Survival Kit" into her own ministry of reaching grieving families.  Click on the "In His Name" link to be redirected to her site.  Our website will remain active as a means to direct families her way.  We do not intend to turn our backs on the SIDS community altogether, and we will finish all scheduled packet mailings to families we've adopted.  But life (and two small toddlers) will no longer allow me to be "in charge."  Rather, I hope to assume a support role as a volunteer for other active and blooming organizations - one where I can help other families grow their dreams of ministering to others.  We ask that you continue to keep us in your prayers as we look forward to a new season in our world, and that you would pray for Tiffany and the countless other families as they continue on their journey through grief.
 
 Thank you again for your love, support, and understanding.  
Strides for SIDS 5k Run/Walk
 
Held on Saturday, November 6, 2010 at Gateway Island in Murfreesboro, it was an amazing day (although a little chilly!).  Almost 200 people registered to participate in this event.  Local vendors showed tremendous support by offering event sponsorship funds, gifts for our silent auction, concessions and goody-bag items to our runners and their fans.
  
Click here for event photos!  Half of this year's proceeds benefited the research efforts of CJ Foundation for SIDS, and the remaining funds allowed us to support an additional 50 families!  A very special Thank You to all who made this event a success.  
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 IN THE NEWS... 
 
In case you missed it, Tiny Handprints made Channel 4's "Making a Difference" segment that aired on Friday, November 5, 2010.  Click here to watch our segment! 
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Unfortunately, there is currently no way to prevent or detect SIDS.   There are definite ways to reduce the risk.  First, NEVER allow anyone to smoke near a baby.  Second, learn the ABC's of safe sleep:    
Alone:no pillows, blankets, bumper pads, or parents in the same sleep environment with the baby. 
 
Back: always put baby on his back to sleep.
 
Crib: baby should always sleep in a crib.

 

Remember the ABC's of Safe Sleep and share them with everyone you know! Together, we can make a difference! 
 

_____________________
 

Strides for SIDS Corporate Sponsors 

 

Scott Williams 

 

Ferguson Enterprises 

 

Monarch Advisory Group
  
Jim-N-Nicks BBQ 
 

Jozoara Coffee
Krispy Kreme 
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Fleet Feet Murfreesboro
  

 

CJ Foundation for SIDS
 

 Denton George Brown Foundation
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Nashville Zoo  
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